RUSSIAN ENGINEER

to add that I believe him to have been sincere.
This was brought home to me very vividly a few
moments later, when I was explaining my views to
him on war.

" Frankly," I said, " I am a worker. Politics do
not interest me in the slightest degree. Why should
we have wars ? Nobody benefits from them. I
believe it is high time people stopped talking about
wars and settled down to work. What with all the
shootings you have had in Russia you should feel
the same."

Then Lepse hung his head. This dictator, a
man whose word was law in high quarters, bowed
his shaven pate. I wonder had the chance words
of a stranger brought back visions of slaughter
and blood. The ghosts of slain men and women
do not seem pleasant when brought vividly to
life during a quiet talk. Yet, as I have said,
Lepse was sincere. My stay in Russia was to
teach me that the majority of murders committed
by the Reds were not sadistic killings, but unorgan-
ised slaughter deemed necessary for the successful
conclusion of the revolution and the establishment
of the Bolshevic minority in power.

A little later, when I had at his request sketched
out some of my ideas for the development of the
steel industry in Russia, Lepse said ;

"Now, Mr. Westgarth, seeing you have come to
Russia for a visit, try to look at our social conditions
with the same broad outlook that you do our indus-
tries." I nodded and said I thought I understood
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